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play’s .'Innocence Can 

by SCLC’s Rev. jBevel, 
'Believes '• 

f^&ESS!!™ / Ray’* ittonio! P«rc» Fni' 


Be Proved 

* “•** •*- ** 4 *. V. , 

• r v. •* v . v > 



*/, 

1 Mr Cillet rrMi UUrMtlMi'. 

The Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy 


Ray’s 
man . of 


Houston, has not 


said Thursday he believes one commented on Bevel’s offer of 
•f bis aides, the Rev. James Kelp. Neither Foreman, who is 

Bevel, can prove James Earl 1 ' - — 

Ray is Innocent In the assas- In Memphis, Tenn., nor Bevel * 
aination of Dr. Martin Luther was available for common/ 
Ring Jr. (Thursday. iem 

**1 have absolute confidence Ini Bevel h. 

Bis judgment and Integrity ,”! ; 

Abernathy said of Bevel, the 


B^vel has refused to elaborate 





on bhalcver information hi has. 
Abumatby’s telegram statement 
was Issued after he, Bevel and 
cl^er SCLC officials disarmed 

— ; _L_ 

fessir * ■ 


\s:~s ' 1! ^ el had bcen subpoenaed as 
\/£7 _ J * d 5 fense in the IUy 


trial by Ray’s former atlornpy, 
Ja»o Carl l«r t*‘«l torrwil Arthur J. Hanes "Sr., the ex- 

Southern Christian Uadershi, * Birmingham. Al». 

Conference (SCLC) leader wh< H J nej . “ 40 Interview after 
offered to defend Ray Us. — | 


^lf^Lrnir.™ «l* ■nd 1 R,y fired him and 1 hired' 
k I U foremtn last Novepiber, said 

bei.eve itdoes; ^‘“^he had planned to Jove t>at a 

exposed, Abernathy sa d. 1 power group with Com- . 

call upon America s oppressed ■ * ^ r n . 

and victimized to come to the — ~ 

aid and defense of the accused miinist UeR yned King, »Htb a 
ro *n.” , . - goal of creating civil distur- 

Abernathy made the «tate- |bance b, the wake of the 
ment In a telegram released by I m 

the S CIC offices here. . .. •• — 

Bevel, longtime staffer under 

King and Abernathy, U director J ' . 

of nonviolent education and 
direct action for SCLC. and 
presently works in the SCLC s 
Philadelphia office. In a tele- 
gram to llay last Saturday, 
bevel offered to deCend him and 
said, “I know you are not 
guilt)-/* 
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